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Goals of this Course

•Overview - organization of statutes 
•Sources for finding legislation online – current, 
point-in-time, and historical 
•Finding tools
•Historical legislation – tips on tracing statutes and 
regulations
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Publishing cycle 

Revisions

(RSA)

Annual 
Volumes/Amendments 

(SA)
Current Consolidations



Read a Citation

•Legislative Assembly Act, RSA 2000, c L-9
•Arts Professions Recognition Act, SA 2021, c A-44.2
•Justice Statutes Amendment Act, 2022 (NO. 2), SA 2022, 
c 20 



Finding Tools: Print
•Current Consolidations

• Green binders, updated twice a year

•Annual Volumes 
• Amendments and new legislation from that calendar year
• Table of Public Statutes (pink)
• Table of Private Acts (blue)

•Revised Statue Volumes
• 1922, 1942, 1955, 1970, 1980, 2000

•Historical Footnotes
• Embedded in the statute at the bottom of each section. Current 

only to last revision (see previous versions for further back)



Finding Tools: Online

•King’s Printer 
• Current consolidated versions 
• Annual volumes including Tables of Public and Private Statutes 

back to 2014

•CanLII
• Open-access
• Consolidations back to 2003 
• Annual volumes back to 1906
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Finding Tools: Online (licensed) 

•  HeinOnline
• PDF scans of Revisions and Annual Statute volumes back to 

1905
• Tables of Public and Private statutes

•KP Source
• Licensed Version of King’s Printer
• Includes historical point-in-time
• Tables of Public and Private statutes



When was the Legislative Assembly office first 
established?
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Pull Current Version 

 Consult the 
most recent 

table of Public 
(or Private) 

Statutes 

Pull the closest 
revision year

https://kings-printer.alberta.ca/1266.cfm?page=L09.cfm&leg_type=Acts&isbncln=9780779838950




When was the Legislative Assembly office first 
established?

10

Pull 
Current 
Version 

 Consult the most 
recent table of 

Public (or Private) 
Statutes 

Pull 
the closest 

revision 
year

https://kings-printer.alberta.ca/1266.cfm?page=L09.cfm&leg_type=Acts&isbncln=9780779838950
https://kings-printer.alberta.ca/1266.cfm?page=L09.cfm&leg_type=Acts&isbncln=9780779838950
https://kings-printer.alberta.ca/1266.cfm?page=L09.cfm&leg_type=Acts&isbncln=9780779838950


2000 Revision

SA 2015 cP-40.5 s22 

https://heinonline.org/HOL/Page?collection=psc&handle=hein.psc/rvstatbert0007&id=783&men_tab=srchresults
https://heinonline.org/HOL/Page?collection=psc&handle=hein.psc/stpalb0112&id=53&men_tab=srchresults




When was the Legislative Assembly office first 
established?
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Pull Current 
Version 

 Consult the 
most recent 

table of public 
(or Private) 

Statutes 

Pull the closest revision 
year

https://kings-printer.alberta.ca/1266.cfm?page=L09.cfm&leg_type=Acts&isbncln=9780779838950
https://kings-printer.alberta.ca/1266.cfm?page=L09.cfm&leg_type=Acts&isbncln=9780779838950




Working Between Revisions

•Did you find your answer by going back to the 2000 
revision? 

• Section 19 is the section we need, but it appears to have been in force at 
time of 2000 revision.

•Continue working backwards in time using the same 
steps
• Pull: 

• 2000 table of public statutes (last table before the revision)
• 1980 revision 

Hint! Use the historical foot notes for clue
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Historical Footnotes

Current Version Footnotes
Legislative Assembly Office

19(1)  There is hereby established the Legislative Assembly Office that shall be presided over by the Speaker and shall 
consist of

(a) the Clerk and the other officers of the Assembly who are not Members, and

 (b) those persons employed to assist in the conduct of the business and affairs of the Assembly.

(2)  The Members’ Services Committee may order that

 (a) any regulation, order or directive made under the Financial Administration Act,

 (b) any regulation, order, directive, rule, procedure, direction, allocation, designation or other decision under 
the Public Service Act, or

 (c) any regulation, order, determination, direction or other decision under the Public Sector Compensation 
Transparency Act, be inapplicable to, or be varied in respect of, the Legislative Assembly Office or any particular 
officer or employee or class of employees in the Legislative Assembly Office.

(3)  An order made under subsection (2)(a) in relation to a regulation, order or directive made under the Financial 
Administration Act operates notwithstanding that Act.

(3.1)  An order made under subsection (2)(c) in relation to a regulation, order, determination, direction or other decision under 
the Public Sector Compensation Transparency Act operates notwithstanding that Act.

(4)  The Regulations Act does not apply to orders made under subsection (2).

(5)  The chair of the Members’ Services Committee shall lay a copy of each order made under subsection (2) before the 
Assembly if it is then sitting or, if it is not then sitting, within 15 days after the commencement of the next sitting.

RSA 2000 cL‑9 s19;2015 cP‑40.5 s22

2000 Revision Footnotes 
Legislative Assembly Office

19(1)  There is hereby established the Legislative Assembly Office that shall be presided over by the Speaker and shall 
consist of

 (a) the Clerk and the other officers of the Assembly who are not Members, and

  (b) those persons employed to assist in the conduct of the business and affairs of the Assembly.

(2)  The Members’ Services Committee may order that
(a) any regulation, order or directive made under the Financial Administration Act, or

 (b) any regulation, order, directive, rule, procedure, direction, allocation, designation or other decision under 
the Public Service Act, be inapplicable to, or be varied in respect of, the Legislative Assembly Office or any 
particular officer or employee or class of employees in the Legislative Assembly Office.

(3)  An order made under subsection (2)(a) in relation to a regulation, order or directive made under the Financial 
Administration Act operates notwithstanding that Act.

(4)  The Regulations Act does not apply to orders made under subsection (2).

(5)  The chair of the Members’ Services Committee shall lay a copy of each order made under subsection (2) before the 
Assembly if it is then sitting or, if it is not then sitting, within 15 days after the commencement of the next sitting.

1983 cL-10.1 s19

16

https://www.canlii.org/en/ab/laws/stat/rsa-2000-c-f-12/latest/rsa-2000-c-f-12.html
https://www.canlii.org/en/ab/laws/stat/rsa-2000-c-p-42/latest/rsa-2000-c-p-42.html
https://www.canlii.org/en/ab/laws/stat/sa-2015-c-p-40.5/latest/sa-2015-c-p-40.5.html
https://www.canlii.org/en/ab/laws/stat/sa-2015-c-p-40.5/latest/sa-2015-c-p-40.5.html
https://www.canlii.org/en/ab/laws/stat/rsa-2000-c-f-12/latest/rsa-2000-c-f-12.html
https://www.canlii.org/en/ab/laws/stat/rsa-2000-c-f-12/latest/rsa-2000-c-f-12.html
https://www.canlii.org/en/ab/laws/stat/sa-2015-c-p-40.5/latest/sa-2015-c-p-40.5.html
https://www.canlii.org/en/ab/laws/stat/rsa-2000-c-r-14/latest/rsa-2000-c-r-14.html
https://www.canlii.org/en/ab/laws/stat/rsa-2000-c-f-12/latest/rsa-2000-c-f-12.html
https://www.canlii.org/en/ab/laws/stat/rsa-2000-c-p-42/latest/rsa-2000-c-p-42.html
https://www.canlii.org/en/ab/laws/stat/rsa-2000-c-f-12/latest/rsa-2000-c-f-12.html
https://www.canlii.org/en/ab/laws/stat/rsa-2000-c-f-12/latest/rsa-2000-c-f-12.html
https://www.canlii.org/en/ab/laws/stat/rsa-2000-c-r-14/latest/rsa-2000-c-r-14.html
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Superseded Acts

•RSA 1980 cL-10 R&S by SA 1983 cL-10.1
•Does the new act list the section you are looking for? 

• No?
• Then the section was added sometime between 1983 and the 

2000 revision. Pull all amendments to trace when the section was 
added

• Yes? 
• Double check this is the first mention of the section by also pulling RSA 

1980 cL-10. If it is the first mention, then this is your final answer
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Superseded Acts

•RSA 1980 cL-10 R&S by SA 1983 cL-10.1
•Does the new act list the section you are looking for? 

• No?
• Then the section was added sometime between 1983 and the 

2000 revision. Pull all amendments to trace when the section was 
added

• Yes? 
• Double check this is the first mention of the section by also pulling RSA 

1980 cL-10. If it is the first mention, then this is your final answer
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https://www.canlii.org/en/ab/laws/hstat/rsa-1980-c-l-10/latest/rsa-1980-c-l-10.html
https://www.canlii.org/en/ab/laws/hstat/rsa-1980-c-l-10/latest/rsa-1980-c-l-10.html


When was the Legislative Assembly 
Office first established?

The Legislative Assembly Office was first established in 
1983, by The Legislative Assembly Act, SA 1983, c. 10.5, s. 19



In Force Dates and Proclamations

•Table of Public Statutes will list CIF and section not in 
force until proclamation 
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Table of Public Statutes 2021 Table of Public Statutes 2022

SA 2021 c24 s6

https://kings-printer.alberta.ca/documents/Orders/Orders_in_Council/2022/2022_043.html
https://kings-printer.alberta.ca/Documents/AnnualVolumes/2021/ch24_2021.pdf


Regulations



Regulations

•No print consolidation in Alberta
• CanLII and Kings Printer, have online consolidations
• Westlaw Next is individual sections only but the most current 

•Official version is still the print version
• Index is cumulative, but only shows regulations currently 
in force
•Annual index must be supplemented with last issue’s 
index
•Point in time only available on CanLII
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How to find regulations in print



Tracing Regulations 

Example:

Have there been any changes to the Long-Term Disability Benefits 
Regulation, Alta Reg 176/1978
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Tracing Regulations 



Historical Notes
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Should I do this in print?…It depends…

• Yes – “Official”?
• Yes – History of changes to a section of an Act
• Yes – To be completely comprehensive 
• Yes – Online results can be cumbersome
• Yes – When “online” is “off-line”!



Questions? 
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Exercise 



Question:

•What change was made to s. 41 of the Legal Professions 
Act in 2003, and when did it come into force? Have any 
other amendments happened since? 



Answer: 

•Section 41 was amended in 2003 by SA 2003 c.42 s12. 
• (Miscellaneous Statutes Amendment Act, 2003 (No. 2))

•However: 
• Did not come into force until June 24, 2009, upon 

proclamation

• It was subsequently amended again:
• SA 2009 c7 s 7 

• also proclaimed into force on June 24 ,2009
• (pull amendment to know which Statute you need to search for 

Proclamation)

• SA 2011 c.20 s.9


