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Learning Objectives

Examine core commercial and open-
access Secondary Sources common to 

legal practice.

Define and identify the overarching 
characteristics of Secondary Sources. 
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Secondary Sources

Sources that comment on the law, but are not the law itself.

Two Main Purposes:

• Sources used to identify / locate primary sources of law.

• Sources that explain, analyze, critique, and help us understand / interpret the 

meaning of primary sources. 
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SECONDARY SOURCES 

Common Examples of Secondary Sources:
• Legal encyclopedias

• Books (textbooks, monographs, loose-leaf services, annotations)

• Journals and other legal periodicals

• Legal dictionaries 

• Words & phrases judicially defined
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SECONDARY SOURCES 

Other Examples of Secondary Sources:

• Forms and Precedents

• Used to locate precedents for pleadings, motions, factums, briefs, letters, and other drafted materials. 

• Quantum / quantum digests

• Used for monetary or temporal quantum research

• Tables of Concordance

• Used for locating legislative equivalencies across different jurisdictions

• Practice Materials

• Practice notes, checklists, toolkits, standard documents and clauses

• Legal Memoranda

• May be available externally (from commercial vendors) or internally (firm Memobank) 
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SECONDARY SOURCES

(More) Examples of Secondary Sources and Other Materials:

• Library of Parliament materials (ex. legislative summaries)

• Government information sheets and new releases (ex. Government of Canada backgrounders 
and news releases)

• Court case summaries (ex. SCC Cases in Brief)

• Court announcements (news & announcements on court practices)

• Legal education materials and seminar papers (ex. CBA, LESA)

• Professional associations newsletters (ex. LSA, CBA)

• Law firm blogs and newsletters

• Legal organization newsletters (ex. CPLEA, LawNow)

• Legal blogs by law organizations and law school faculties (ex. Slaw, ABLawg)

• Legal aggregate news sources (ex. Mondaq, Law360, Canadian Lawyer Magazine [online])
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Secondary Sources

SECONDARY SOURCE

IDENTIFY / 
LOCATE

PRIMARY 
SOURCES

INTERPRET OR 
UNDERSTAND 

PRIMARY 
SOURCES

Case Digests (Canadian Abridgement Digest, Canada Digest) ✓

Case & Statute Citators ✓

Quantum Services ✓

Annotations ✓

Legal Encyclopedias ✓ ✓

Textbooks (Including Monographs,  Treatises, and Books in 
Loose-leaf Form)

✓ ✓
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Secondary Sources (Cont.)
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SECONDARY SOURCE

IDENTIFY / 
LOCATE

PRIMARY 
SOURCES

INTERPRET OR 
UNDERSTAND 

PRIMARY 
SOURCES

Periodicals (Law Review and Journal Articles) ✓ ✓

Legal Dictionaries and Books of Words & Phrases ✓ ✓

Law Reform Institute Discussions ✓

Legal Blogs ✓ ✓

Legal News Sources ✓ ✓

Legal Practice Notes and Checklists (How-to Practice Databases) ✓ ✓

Note: Many secondary sources are not exclusive to one purpose. 



Legal Encyclopedias



Legal Encyclopedias: What Are They? 

• Volumes → arranged by subject / legal topic

• Contain: 
• Concise legal principles and statements of the law, organized by subject

• References to primary sources (legislation and case law) on topic

• If little is known about the issue and/or governing primary law → 
consider starting with a legal encyclopedia.

• Useful for providing comprehensive overviews of particular areas of 
law.
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Legal Encyclopedias: What Are They? 

• Referenced  and cited by the courts (federal and provincial)

• Considered highly reliable authorities
• Written by legal experts, practitioners, academics, and editors

• Rigorous editorial and review process before publication

• Strengths:
• Comprehensive overview of most of the legal topics relevant to Canadian law

• Limitations:
• My not provide in-depth analysis or commentary

• May not cover nuances of law specific to jurisdiction or critique of the law
• Other resources may be required
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Legal Encyclopedias in Practice:

• Canadian Encyclopedic Digest (available in Westlaw Canada / Edge)
• Available in print and online

• Publisher: Thomson Reuters Canada

• Halsbury’s Laws of Canada (available in Lexis Advance Quicklaw / 
Lexis+)
• Available in print and online

• Publisher: LexisNexis Canada

• Encyclopedias specific to jurisdiction
• JurisClasseur Québec (Quebec and Canadian law in French, published by LN)

• Halsbury’s Laws of England (English and Welsh law, cited by some Cad. Cases)

• Topical encyclopedias
• Couch on Insurance (topical encyclopedia on insurance law (US))
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Available from the 
homepage of Westlaw 

Canada or Westlaw Edge

Canadian Encyclopedic Digest (CED)
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Volumes
→ Currently, 223 Titles

→ Listed in alphabetical order, by subject
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Volumes with Ontario and Western 
editions are clearly noted.

Volumes without Ontario or 
Western editions

Volume at the TITLE level
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Volumes with Ontario and Western 
editions are clearly noted.

Volumes without Ontario or 
Western editions

Volume at the TITLE level

Currency 
Latest title update, Cases current to, 

Legislation current to dates
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Volumes with Ontario and Western 
editions are clearly noted.

Volumes without Ontario or 
Western editions

Volume at the TITLE level

Currency 
Latest title update, Cases current to, 

Legislation current to dates

Access Points 
May differ per title. 

Ex. “Codes of Professional Conduct”
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Table of Contents

Topic Headings (TOC)
- Structure and organize content
- Main headings of detailed TOC
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Table of Contents

Expanding and Collapsing Menus
Learning tool. Indicative of: 

• How topics are broken down into sub-topics
• How topics relate to one another
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Title Entry Page
(Continued, Scroll Down)

Footnotes:
• One of the most important components of CED ENTRY
• Citation and links to primary law sources for black letter 

statements of law

If referencing a CED entry / section:
• Evaluate authority of primary sources cited

• Note up primary sources (especially if a few years have 
passed since volume was updated.)
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Available from the 
homepage of Lexis 

Advance Quicklaw or 
Lexi+
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Volumes
→ Currently, 72 Titles (covering 119 discreet legal subjects

→ Listed in alphabetical order, by subject

Volumes listed in two 
columns
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Each title lists:
- Date of vol./title reissue

- Author’s last name



24

Volume at the TITLE level
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Volume at the TITLE level

Statement of Currency 
Currency date of reissue

Currency date of cumulative 
supplement
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Volume at the TITLE level

Access Points 
May differ per title. 

Note: HLC has a Table of Cases for its 
online version. The CED does not. 
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Table of Statutes
Contains list of statutes in alphabetical 

order, including their citations (not 
grouped by jurisdiction).



28

Table of Cases
Contains both list of cases cited by the 
main title (reissue) and the cumulative 

supplement (supplementary table of 
cases
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Title Entry Page

Volume Title

Entry Title
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Footnotes
Provide citations to 

primary law (statutes and 
case law) as well as to 

other HLC entries. 



Law Books
General Legal Books, Textbooks, 
Monographs, Loos-leaf services, 
Annotations, Dictionaries, 
Words & Phrases, and Quantum



Law Books: What Are They?

• Come in many forms

• Referred to as “Commentary”

• Focus on an area of law, topic, or subject
• Greater depth of analysis than legal encyclopedias

• Depending on type of law book, will provide: 
• Coverage: Comprehensive / breadth of discussion

• Specific Temporal / Jurisdictional coverage 

• Various depths of analyses
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Law Books: By Type 

1. General Legal Books
• Aimed at practitioners and students 

• For use in law schools and legal workplace

• May include in-depth discussions and statements of the law as well as 
current/recent developments

• May include some historical development of the law
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Law Books: By Type 

2. Monographs
• Detailed level of analysis covering a narrower issue / area of law

• May contain legal theory along with practice, may be more scholarly / 
theoretical in nature

• May critique law (as it is written and/or how law it is applied)

• May include recommendations → how law should be shaped

34

Photos: LexisNexis Canada & Emond Montgomery



Law Books: By Type 

3. Textbooks 
• Written primarily for those new to the area of law.

• May be used by laypeople or those from other disciplines

• Concepts: Broad to narrow. Explanatory in nature, accessible language

• Breaks down / organizes area of law into main components

• Some titles have a student edition
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Law Books: By Type 

4. Loose-leaf Services
• Serials 

• Similar content as general legal books, but updated periodically

• Usually, more extensive in coverage; more up-to-date (legal developments)

• May have single or multiple volumes

• Users must note currency (date last updated) in citation

36

Photos: LexisNexis Canada & Thomson Reuters Canada



Law Books: By Type 

5. Annotations 
• Judicial, tribunal, and/or secondary source commentary on specific pieces of 

legislation (statutes and/or regulations)

• Use when seeking judicial interpretation, application, or discussion on a specific 
piece of legislation 

• Commentary at the section / provision level 
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Law Books: By Type 

6. Legal Dictionaries 
• Provide brief descriptions of legal concepts and terms of art

• Focus on brevity, will not contain detailed discussion

• Use at the start of research 

• Words & Phrases → an index of judicial interpretations of words & phrases in 
Canadian court and tribunal decisions.
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Law Books: By Type 

7. Quantum
• Collections of court decisions in which provide

• monetary quantums (damages)

• temporal quantums (ex. sentencing quantum, termination notice quantum)

• Will contain citations to primary sources (cases and/or tribunal decisions)

• Do not discuss cases.
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Where to Find Law Books and Loose-leaf Texts: 
Westlaw Edge

40

Access “Texts and Annotations” 
from the home page. 
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On this page, you will find the 
full list of texts available in 
Westlaw Edge. 

Note that some may be 
outside of plan.

Where to Find Law Books and Loose-leaf Texts: 
Westlaw Edge
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On this page, you will find the 
full list of texts available in 
Westlaw Edge. 

Note that some may be 
outside of plan.

Where to Find Law Books and Loose-leaf Texts: 
Westlaw Edge

You can filter the titles by 
e-looseleafs on ProView or 
titles in the Topical Texts 
and Annotations 
collections.
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Where to Find Textbooks and Loose-leaf Texts: 
Westlaw Canada

Select a title from the list
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Where to Find Law Books and Loose-leaf Texts: 
Westlaw Edge

Navigate topics via the 
title’s landing / table of 
contents page. 



Where to Find Law Books and Loose-leaf Texts: Lexis+
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Access Commentary & 
Textbooks from the main home 

page. 



Where to Find Law Books and Loose-leaf Texts: Lexis+

46

The titles in Lexis+ consist of a 
mix of textbooks and 

commentary (law e-books, e-
looseleafs, and netletters).
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By default, everything that 
appears once you enter the 

collection is “In Plan” or within 
subscription. 

Where to Find Law Books and Loose-leaf Texts: Lexis+



Where to Find Law Books and Loose-leaf Texts: Lexis+
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To locate a resource, you may 
enter the search terms in the 

Search Within Sources field and 
click the magnifying glass. 



Where to Find Law Books and Loose-leaf Texts: Lexis+
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Resource title



Where to Find Law Books and Loose-leaf Texts: Lexis+
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To access the title, click on the 
Table of Contents link. 



Where to Find Law Books and Loose-leaf Texts: Lexis+
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Title Main Page

Search Bar
Search within the title level

Table of Contents
Expanding and Collapsing



Accessing Dictionaries: Lexis+

52

Select Dictionaries from the 
home page



Accessing Dictionaries: Lexis+
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Barron’s Canadian Law Dictionary, Canadian Legal 
Words and Phrases, and other topical dictionaries 

are found on this page. 



Accessing Dictionaries: Lexis+
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Dictionary entry page



Accessing Words & Phrases: Westlaw Edge
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From the Westlaw Edge 
homepage, scroll down to 
“Forms, Precedents and 
Finding Tools” and select 

Words & Phrases



Accessing Words & Phrases: Westlaw Edge
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Enter the word or phrase to 
be searched either in a 

natural language or T&C 
(Boolean) query



Accessing Words & Phrases: Westlaw Edge
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Enter the word or phrase to 
be searched either in a 

natural language or T&C 
(Boolean) query

You may specify parameters 
such as jurisdiction, judge, or 

case name, if known.



Accessing Words & Phrases: Westlaw Edge
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Several entries may come up 
for a single term search. 
Example: “paramountcy”



Accessing Words & Phrases: Westlaw Edge
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Several entries may come up 
for a single term search. 
Example: “paramountcy”

These may vary by subject 
area and/or jurisdiction.



Where to Find Law Books: CanLII

60

Open-access law books are 
available in the Commentary 

section of CanLII.



Where to Find Law Books: CanLII

61

CanLII’s Books 
collection may be 

searched using the 
search fields or 

browsed by 
Publisher.



Where to Find Law Books: CanLII

• CanLII publishes / hosts a wide range of open-access books, 
including general law books, monographs, casebooks, and 
manuals.  
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Law Articles & Journals
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Where to Find Articles:

1. Law Reviews & Law Journals
• Most common type of articles cited in secondary sources

• Scholarly type of commentary
• Multiple law reviews and law journals (Appendix D of McGill Guide)

• Usually heavily footnoted

• Provides in-depth analysis of issue

• May critique the law, propose how law should develop in future

• Usually on narrow, specific issue → defined / stated in article 
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Where to Find Articles:

2. Law Reports
• Unique to Canada 

• Law Reports → where case law is published
• Ex. Dominion Law Reports (DLR), Alberta Law Reports (Alta LR), Canadian Cases 

on the Law of Insurance

• Articles, case summaries, case commentaries → published in law 
reports
• Infrequent, not in all issues
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Where to Find Articles:

3. Newsletters
• Newsletters → net letters, current awareness

• Short-form serial, covers recent developments in law

• Published at greater frequency than journals (weekly, bi-weekly)

• Usually contain:
• Case summaries & headnotes

• Short articles, updates / current developments in law 

• Distributed online (some still in print)

• Lawyers can subscribe to specific titles, receive online alerts
• Depending on database subscriptions. 

• Law firms → current awareness for lawyers
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Databases with Law Review Collections

• Lexis+ (Lexis Advance Quicklaw) and Westlaw Edge (Westlaw 
Canada)
• Wide selection of Canadian law reviews

• Coverage dates can vary 
• Generally, going back to mid-1980s (earliest)

• Depending on subscription, may require payment to access

• Digital format: text only, no PDF
• PDF → exact version as article appeared in law review (paginated, helpful for 

citation)
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Databases with Law Review Collections

• Hein Online
• Wide selection of Canadian law reviews

• Good for known searches (locating articles with known title, citation)

• Coverage dating back to Vol. 1 for most journal titles
• Greater scope of coverage for older articles

• Embargo
• May not have full articles for most recent issue(s) / from the past 1-3 years

• Index only

• Deal with publishers for specific titles

• Publisher → retains exclusivity for certain period
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Databases with Law Review Collections

• CanLII
• Selected Canadian law reviews

• Coverage dates can vary

• Growing collection, working with publishers to make articles open 
access

• Many law reviews (universities) are available in CanLII
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Locating Law Review and Journal Articles in CanLII

70

From CanLII home page, select 
Commentary: Books, articles, reports 

and more…
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Select 
Journals

Locating Law Review and Journal Articles in CanLII
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Select 
Journals

Locating Law Review and Journal Articles in CanLII

Selecting Articles will take you to individual 
articles (not part of law reviews or journals), 

some published on CanLII as part of the CanLII 
Authors Program
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Publication / Law Review / Journal Title

Locating Law Review and Journal Articles in CanLII
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Coverage Date
(CanLII has better coverage for some titles 

compared to Lexis+ and Westlaw)

Locating Law Review and Journal Articles in CanLII



Locating Law Review and Journal Articles in CanLII

75

When searching for law review and 
journal articles, enter search terms 

in federated search bar
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Select Commentary tab to find law 
review and journal articles

Locating Law Review and Journal Articles in CanLII
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Select All Types and narrow down 
the results by Journal 

Locating Law Review and Journal Articles in CanLII



From the Lexis+ homepage, you may 
browse to a specific title to find 
coverage information.

Start by selecting Law Reviews & 
Journals

Locating Law Review and Journal Articles 
in Lexis+ / LAQ



Choose the publication / title of 
interest

Locating Law Review and Journal Articles 
in Lexis+ / LAQ



Access the Source information page 
and view the coverage and coverage 
type for this publication. 

Locating Law Review and Journal Articles 
in Lexis+ / LAQ



Limit your results to the 
type of secondary 
materials you want

Once the search has been entered, 
you may limit your results to Law 
Journals and Articles. 

Locating Law Review and Journal Articles 
in Lexis+ / LAQ



From the home page, select 
Articles and Newsletters. 

Locating Law Review and Journal Articles 
in Westlaw Edge



In the Articles & Newsletters 
landing page, the publications 
are divided into Law Reports 
(containing articles), Law 
Reviews & Journals, and 
Newsletters.  

Locating Law Review and Journal Articles 
in Westlaw Edge



In the search results list, you 
may filter your results to see 
law review and  journal 
articles only. 

Locating Law Review and Journal Articles 
in Westlaw Edge



To find the coverage information, navigate 
to the specific title and select the 
information note ( i ) icon. 

Locating Law Review and Journal Articles 
in Westlaw Edge



To browse the various law journal 
and law review titles in database, 
select the Law Journal Library 
collection. 

Locating Law Review and Journal Articles 
in HeinOnline



You may use the 
Search this title field 
to search within the 
journal / law review. 

Locating Law Review and Journal Articles 
in HeinOnline



Tables of Concordance



Tables of Concordance: What Are They? 

• Resources that show legislative equivalences across multiple 
jurisdictions
• Legislation from provincial and federal level

• Most at the statute level (except rules of civil procedure → regulations)

• Formats: 
• May be found in list or table format in databases (Westlaw Edge/Lexis+) or 

as appendices in law books or loose-leaf services
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Locating Tables of Concordance: Lexis Advance Quicklaw

Select Tables of 
Concordance from 
the homepage.
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Locating Tables of Concordance: Lexis Advance Quicklaw

Select the area of law 
of interest.
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Locating Tables of Concordance: Lexis Advance Quicklaw

The area of law is 
subdivided into 
several subjects.
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Locating Tables of Concordance: Lexis Advance Quicklaw

The area of law is 
subdivided into 
several subjects.

Select the subject of 
interest.
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Locating Tables of Concordance: Lexis Advance Quicklaw

In the concordance, you first see a 
list of equivalent legislation across 
the jurisdictions….
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Locating Tables of Concordance: Lexis Advance Quicklaw

… followed by a table 
containing citations / 
pinpoints to specific 
provisions within those 
pieces of legislation for a 
given subject. 
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Locating Tables of Concordance: Lexis Advance Quicklaw

In the left-hand column, 
you will find a list of 
subjects.
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Locating Tables of Concordance: Lexis Advance Quicklaw

Across, you will find 
provisional pinpoints for 
each jurisdiction available, 
per subject. 
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Locating Tables of Concordance: Westlaw Edge

Select Legislative 
Concordances from 
the homepage.
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Locating Tables of Concordance: Westlaw Edge

Select the area of law 
of interest.
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Locating Tables of Concordance: Westlaw Edge

The area of law is 
subdivided into 
several topics.
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Locating Tables of Concordance: Westlaw Edge

The area of law is 
subdivided into 
several topics.

Select the topic of 
interest.
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Locating Tables of Concordance: Westlaw Edge

Some topics are 
further subdivided 
into subtopics.

Select the subtopic of 
interest.
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Locating Tables of Concordance: Westlaw Edge

In Westlaw, the 
concordance is in list 
form (as opposed to 
tabular form).
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Locating Tables of Concordance: Westlaw Edge

In Westlaw, the 
concordance is in list 
form (as opposed to 
tabular form).

Example: Time for 
delivery of defence & 
counterclaim → listed 
by jurisdiction.



Quantum Services



Quantum Services: What Are They? 

• Resources used for searching monetary or temporal quantum 
awarded/determined by the courts. 
• Monetary → damages

• Temporal → element of time (ex. notice entitlement, sentencing)

• Settlement:
• Research range of quantum awarded by the courts in certain instances

• Where to find quantum:
• Both Westlaw Edge and Lexis+ have quantum services (may depend on 

subscription)

• May be found in law books or loose-leaf titles
• Ex. Wrongful Dismissal (Harris) → Length of Notice quantum

• Ex. Remedies in Tort (Klar) → Personal Injury and Defamation quantum 106



Locating Quantum Services: Westlaw Edge

107

Select Quantum 
Services from the 
homepage. 



Locating Quantum Services: Westlaw Edge

108

Select the quantum 
service of interest.



Locating Quantum Services: Westlaw Edge

109

Enter the applicable 
parameters. 

These will depend on 
the type of quantum 
being searched. 

For example: 
Wrongful dismissal →
Occupation category,
Employment term, Age, 
& Jurisdiction. (Bardal)



Locating Quantum Services: Westlaw Edge
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A report is generated, 
with quantum 
presented in tabular 
and graph form. 



Locating Quantum Services: Westlaw Edge

111

This is followed by a 
list of quantum 
digests. 



Locating Quantum Services: Lexis+
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Select Quantums 
from the homepage. 



Locating Quantum Services: Lexis+

113

Select the quantum 
service of interest.



Locating Quantum Services: Lexis+

114

The Lexis+ Quantum 
Services are filter-
based. No report is 
generated. 



Locating Quantum Services: Lexis+

115

Apply various filters 
to narrow the list of 
quantum digests. 



Final Tips for Working with
Secondary Sources



Tip #1: Ensure Your Research Plan Includes 
Secondary Sources

• When making a research plan:
• Take stock of what secondary sources may have the information need

• Will require some knowledge of accessible secondary sources

• When researching a new area →
• Start broad (overview) then narrow focus

• Start with legal encyclopedia, followed by law book/loose-leaf, followed 
by article
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Tip #2: Work Backwards When Planning Research

• Envision your research output
• Legal memorandum, client/opinion letter, brief, factum

• What information do you need to achieve this output? 
• Consider breadth/depth of coverage, depth of analysis, jurisdiction required, 

currency required

• What secondary sources would likely have this information?
• Ex. Research for presentation: Case developments (area) in the past year

• (Case digests, databases, law firm blogs may be more helpful than a comprehensive law 
book published 2+ years ago.)
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Tip #3: Make Searching and Browsing Two 
Separate Actions

• Determine the way information / resources are organized (on the shelf / 
within a database module)

• In addition to searching (NL/Boolean), try browsing the collection
• Good way to locate resources in the same subject that were previously unknown

• Ex. Westlaw (Topical Collections) or Lexis+ (Practice Areas) are a good way to find 
titles on the same subject.
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Tip #4: Use the Finding Aids

• Many secondary sources (print or electronic) have finding aids.
• Tables of Contents & Indexes

• Use to determine related / overarching concepts and subject matter coverage 

• Tables of Statutes & Tables of Cases
• Use to find commentary specific to a case or piece of legislation

• Appendices
• Use to find supplementary / related materials 

• Forms, issues in focus, tables of concordance, glossary, etc.

• Legal Topics / Related Content 
• In databases, use to navigate to related primary and secondary materials 

• Legal Topics → Use hierarchy to determine related / overarching concepts

120



Questions? 



Thank you for attending!

Dominique Garingan, BA, LLM, MSc
dominique.garingan@ucalgary.ca
dgaringan@parlee.com

mailto:dominique.garingan@ucalgary.ca
mailto:dgaringan@parlee.com
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