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Outline  
• What is legislation? 
• Legislative process refresher 
• Why are Laws created 
• Where to find legislative materials  



What is Legislation?  
• Federal and Provincial: 
• Bills 
• Statutes (Acts) 

• Include revisions and consolidations  
• Regulations 

 
• Also: 
• Municipal Bylaws 
• Federal Legislation 
• International Legislation 

 



But How Is Legislation  Created?  



Statutes: Federal 
1. Notice of Introduction 

i. Only for House of Commons 
2. Introduction and First Reading  

i. House of Commons 
ii. Senate  

3. Second Reading  
4. Committee Study 
5. Report stage  
6. Third Reading  
7. Consideration by other House  
8. Royal assent  
9. Proclamation  

 
 



Statutes: Provincial 
1. Introduction   
2. First Reading  
3. Second Reading 
4. Committee of the Whole  
5. Third Reading 
6. Royal Assent 
7. Proclamation  

 
 
 



Regulations  
• Both Federal and Provincial Acts have Regulations attached to 

them  
• They are: 

• Subordinate legislation (the act gives permission to create 
regulations) 

• Specific details (how, where, when, who) 
• Often drafted by the departments affected by the act 
• Published in Part II of both the Canada and the Alberta Gazettes 

• Remember! 
• The act tells you what the law is, but the regulation tells you how 

to follow the law  
 
What is an example of a popular Regulation?  

 



Alberta Rules of Court  
This important tool is actually a 

Regulation! 
 
 

• Judicature Act, RSA 2000, c J-2 
(Current as of Dec 11, 2018)  
• Alberta Rules of Court, Alta Reg 

124/2010  
  



The Canada and Alberta Gazette 
• Federal 

• Part I 
• public notices,  
• official appointments and 

proposed regulations 
• miscellaneous notices from 

the private sector that are 
required to be published by 
federal statute or by 
regulations 

• Part II 
• Amended regulations 
• New regulations  

• Part III 
• Publishes the text of any 

new laws immediately after 
receiving royal assent  
 

• Provincial 
• Part I 

• Proclamations,  
• Orders in Council, 

Appointments,  
• Resignations and 

Retirements,  
• Government Notices and 

Advertisements 
• Part II 

• Amended regulations 
• New regulations  

 
 



But Why are Laws Created?  
• Legislative intent  

• Why is a specific law created and for what purpose 
 

•  Key components: 
• Bills 
• Introductory statement 
• Any notes 
• Debates 
• Associated material 
• Commission reports 
• Submissions from NGOs etc 

 



Debates of the House of Commons and 
Senate (Hansard) 
• Both Houses publish Debates  

• From 1996-present can be found on each respective House’s 
Debates page 

• Historical can be found under a separate tab within list 
 
 



Alberta Hansard 
• Verbatim transcript of AB Legislative Proceedings  
• Began in 1972 (complete online) 

• Prior to this: Scrapbook Hansard 



Is this the Official Version?  
• What is an official version?  
• Can I use a piece of legislation that I found online in court?  

• Depends! 
• Check jurisdiction  

• Federal  
• Provincial  



How And Where To Find Legislation 



Sources for Current Legislation 
• Online  

• Federal  
• Parliament of Canada  
• Justice Laws  
• Government of Canada website  
• Library and Archives Canada 

 
• Alberta 

• Legislative Assembly of Alberta (Bills and Hansard) 
• Alberta Queens Printer  

• Current Provincial Laws  
• AB gazettes from 1995-current  

• CanLii 
 

• Print 
• Revised statues  
• Annual volumes 
• Current consolidations  
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Parliament of Canada (LEGISinfo) 

• Bills from 1996-present  
• Both Senate and House of commons 
• Lists the stage that the bill is at, if it has passed and inforce 

date/Royal Assent    
• Hansard 



Department of Justice Canada 
• Current consolidated Federal Acts and Regulations 



Canada Gazette 
• Found through the Government Of Canada Website (1998-

present) 
 



Historical Canada Gazettes 
• Found on the Canada Gazette Archives 

 



Legislative Assembly of  Alberta 
• All bills from the 1st session of the 1st legislature 

• Contains: 
• Stage of the bill in the house (from 2001-present) 

• Coming in to force date (if passed through) 

• Amendment notes 

• Hansard  
• Links to official Hansard and 
     Scrapbook Hansard  



Legislative Assembly of  
Alberta: Bills 



Alberta Queens Printer 
• Current statutes and regulations only 

• No historical items 
• Free to download 

• Although it can be confusing  
• Does have other legislative publications 

• Alberta Gazette: 1995-current  
• Ministerial Orders for  

• Advanced Education 
• Economic Development and Trade 
• Labour 
• Municipal Affairs 

• Orders in Council 1998-current 
 



Alberta Queens Printer 



CanLII 
2003-present 
• Current consolidated legislation  
• Related regulations 
• Point-in-time (Compare) 
• Search across legislation & cases 
• Simple ‘note-up’ of sections – both statutes and 

regulations 
• Both Federal and Provincial! 
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CanLII 



Legislative Finding Tools in  
Print 

Table of Public Statutes (pink) 
Table of Private Acts (blue) 
 Both tables Includes list of amendments to specific sections of 

a statute since last revision with CIF dates 
 
Historical Footnotes 

Embedded in the statute at the bottom of each section (not sub-
section); show each time that section has been amended since 
last revision 
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Alberta Print Legislation 
• Three editions  

• Green binders  
• Current consolidations  

• Red bound volumes 
• Yearly revisions and additions  

• Green bound volumes  
• Consolidated revisions 



How to read the Table of Public Statutes 
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History Notes: Legal Profession Act, RSA 
2000, c L-8, s 41. 

 RSA 2000  Chapter L-8  Section 41 
 LEGAL PROFESSION ACT  
  
41… 
(3) The Benchers may make rules respecting the enrolment of a  
person under subsection (1), including but not limited to rules  
establishing conditions to which the enrolment is subject, including  
 (a) restrictions on the areas of law in which a person may  
practise in Alberta, 
 (b) the condition that a person must be sufficiently proficient  
in English to be able to engage competently in the practice  
of law, and  
 (c) the payment of a fee.  
RSA 2000 cL-8 s41;2003 c42 s12;2009 c7 s7; 2011 c20 s9 
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Regulations 
• No print consolidation in Alberta 

• Canlii and Queens Printer have online consolidations 
• Official version is still the print version 
• Index is cumulative, but only shows regulations currently in 

force 
• Annual index has to be supplemented with last issue’s index 
• Point in time only available on Canlii 
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How to find regulations in 
print 
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Tracing Regulations  

32 

Gazette II annual index 2017 



Historical Notes 
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Can’t trace online but don’t 
have print on hand?  
• HeinOnline! 

• A database available through your UAlberta Library Access 
• Scanned in versions of historical legislation in Canada 

• Can use it to look up the table of public statues and trace form there  
• Pros: 

• Tracing “print” online 
• Clean scans of historical legislation  
• Won’t need to carry every volume needed to trace a long history  

• Cons 
• No hyperlinks to move back and forth between changes  

• Can make the tracing a touch slower  



Should  I do this in print?…It depends… 

 
• Yes – “Official”? 
• Yes – History of changes to a section of an Act 
• Yes – To be absolutely completely           

comprehensive (Updated legislation; judicial consideration) 
• Yes – Online results seem odd? 
• Yes – When “online” is “off-line”! 
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Questions? 
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